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Program Notes

The inspiration for If I Could Give the World a Gift was a P.T.A. “Reflections” 
contest theme and a challenge from one of my elementary students. 
When I suggested that this talented musician write an original song for 
the annual student contest, he quipped, “Why don’t you?” I responded 
that, “I will, if you will,” and with a firm handshake, a deal was struck 
that not only resulted in a demonstration of the songwriting process for 
my students, but was also the beginning of one special student’s musi-
cal journey to a chair in the New York All-State Jazz Band.

Performance Note

The alternate melody in the optional solo at m. 33 provides flexibility 
in the selection of the soloist, and the resulting dynamic and timbre 
contrasts produced by employing the optional solo can create a moving 
highlight to the performance.
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Carl Fischer has a proud reputation for publish-

ing classic traditional choral music standards 

that have inspired, educated and thrilled singers, 

choirs, congregations and audiences for years. The 

tradition continues in our choral music series as 

we present new and exciting works designed to 

meet the understanding, abilities and tastes of 

worshipers and performers today.

The styles, texts, subjects and musical elements of 

each piece have been carefully weighed and the 

music, edited, arranged and written to meet a wide 

range of worship styles and performance situa-

tions.  Writers for Carl Fischer are among the most 

outstanding and respected in this field of music. 

The standard of musical excellence we present in 

each choral work is designed to meet the chal-

lenges faced by professional directors all over the 

world who wish to offer quality repertoire.

We accept the challenge of providing choral 

groups everywhere the music that fits their needs, 

thrills the soul and heightens the skills of every 

singer who performs a Carl Fischer choral work.  

Building on our past reputation, we continue to 

grow in offering variety and accessible music for 

church, school and professional choirs.

65 Bleecker Street, New York, NY 10012
www.carlfischer.com
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